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County, towns find starting number for law enforcement service
By JOHN VAN NOSTRAND
Staff Writer

Days after the Page County
Board of Supervisors approved a
$5 increase per capita to most of
the county towns to pay for service
from the sheriff’s department, some
county towns questioned the population figure to be used for each town.
On Tuesday, March 14, supervisors approved the increase but during
their March 21 meeting, a few people representing some of the county
towns asked what population statistic
will be used.
“We need to establish population
numbers since they change yearly,” said Kim Gotschall, mayor of

Braddyville.
In 2008, agreements were made by
the towns and the sheriff’s department for the towns to pay for the
patrol and service provided at $20
per capita. Sheriff Lyle Palmer has
said the costs for his work have outgrown the revenue formula based on
the initial agreement. Clarinda, Essex
and Shenandoah are not included
since each town has its own law
enforcement agency.
Based on statistics explained during the March 21 meeting, the $5
increase will generate a total of
$4,805 a year. The new amount will
not begin until July 1, 2018.
Supervisor Chuck Morris made a
motion to use the population based

on the 2010 Census. That was second
by Jon Herzberg and unanimously
approved.
In other county news, the board:
-Approved Heffon as the provider
for dust control services this year.
Supervisors also approved a bid for
$70,433 from John Deere for a new
mower tractor, including trade-in.
Case provided the other bid.
-Agreed to further research information about the West Nishnabotna
Watershed Management Coalition
that includes the extreme northwest
corner of Page County.
The board also reviewed information related to the national flood
insurance program and will research
further.

Dow reminds residents property taxes are due
Page County Treasurer Angie Dow would like to remind residents that property taxes are due.
To avoid penalty, taxes must be postmarked or paid in the Treasurer’s office by Friday, March 31.
Payments can be made online at www.iowatreasurers.org.

Changes coming to Fremont County’s Trail of Treasures
By TESS NELSON
Managing Editor

Fremont County’s Trail of
Treasurers is undergoing a major
makeover.
Fremont
County
Hometown Pride Coordinator Doug
Friedli explained that in it’s third
year, the town-to-town flea market
hasn’t brought in the people or funds
organizers thought it would.
“It will be different this year where
each town will have their own event
on a different day,” said Friedli.
“Communities are looking at having
the event around their typical garage
sale days or community days.”
Friedli said Sidney members have
agreed to not host an event this
year, but other towns are starting

the planning process. Those in the
Sidney area interested in participating are asked to
join the Percival
event, Friedli said.
Thurman and
Tabor have already agreed to hold
theirs on the same weekend as the
annual Tabor Farmer’s Merchant
Picnic, June 23-25. Friedli added
Bartlett was discussing joining the
Thurman and Tabor weekend.
The weekend of July 28-29,
Percival will hold their Trail of
Treasures, which is the same weekend as the previous two years, Friedli
said.
“Percival has had real good suc-

cess with that because of their location near I-29. They have it set up in
the park and have done a nice job,”
Friedli commented.
Farragut and Riverton have also
selected July 28-29 as their Trail of
Treasure date, Friedli said.
“Each community will be in charge
of its own event, including promotion,” Friedli said. “There might even
be some name changes in communities from Trail of Treasures to
possibly the Hometown Pride Flea
Market.”
Hamburg Hometown Pride is still
in the process of deciding a date for
its event. However, Friedli said a
private business has decided to hold
to flea markets, one on June 3 and a
second Sept. 30.
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Ross’ keep spooked year-round
It might read March
on the calendar but it’s
always Halloween for
Reverend Michael and
Laurie Ross of Sinister
Sidney.
The duo were guests
on the Haunt Industry
Talk Show, Haunter’s
Hangout on Thursday,
March 16.
Michael explained
that Haunter’s Hangout
is a public Facebook
group with more than
31,000 members. The Laurie and Michael Ross
group, in the Haunt and
Haunting industry, puts on a live talk show from
February through May. He added the shows weekly
guests are Pro and Home Haunted Attraction owners
and actors from around the country and world.
“Viewers ask questions, via the show posting, which
are relayed to the guest by the hosts of the show,”
said Michael. “By asking questions, viewers are also
entered to win prizes at the end of the show.
The Ross’ have been haunting since 1978 and in
2015 opened the Sinister Sidney Haunted Attraction
on Filmore St. in Sidney. The attraction is open Friday
and Saturday nights during October from dusk till 11
p.m.
Additionally, Michael hosts a bi-weekly chat show
for other haunters and recently taught a seminar on
rural haunting in Nashville Tennessee.
Lastly, Michael said Sinister Sidney belong to a
coalition of haunted attraction named Southwest Iowa
Trail of Terrors, which includes Madness in Council
Bluffs, Gateway of Chaos and Malvern Manor in
Malvern and Spookyville in Clarinda.
More information on Sinister Sidney is at sinistersidney.com or by simply Googling “Sinister Sidney”.

Kenneth Posley will
celebrate
his
80th
birthday on April 4, 2017.
In honor of this occasion,
his family is hosting a card
shower. Cards may be
sent to Kenneth at 2024
300th St., Blanchard, IA
51630.

Shenandoah SAL celebrates 5 years, new members wanted
Sheridan, James T. Foreman, Joe
Moyer and Toby L. Longstreet.
At present, Squadron 88 consists
of 18 members, Kipley, Makonn and
Paydon Anderson, Mark Aust, James
T. Foreman, Stephen, Ty and Walker
Harris, Todd and Alex Kellison,
David R. Lashier, Joe Moyer, Dennis
H. Nance, John Greenleaf, Rod Riley
and Matthew C. Volker.
Normal meetings are held at 7
p.m. the third Wednesday of each
month, depending on a quorum, at
the Country Club Legion Fur Room,
Unfortunately many members reside
out of town, therefore it is difficult to
attain a quorum, Nance said.
Anyone interested in learning more
about the organization, can contact
Nance at 712-215-5869.

Bob Vavra is Retiring!

Hill is guest at Optimists, talks S.W.I.F.T. Services, LLC

For A Chamber Coffee
Wednesday, March 29th 10 AM
Bank Iowa - Downtown, Shenandoah

Jake McGargill presided at the
Tuesday, March 21 meeting of the
Optimist Club with opening invocation by Tom Beavers followed by
the pledge to the U.S. flag. Tim Hill
from S.W.I.F.T. LLC. was our guest .
In old business, Family Fun Night
is March 31 at the high school.
April 8 is the annual Health Fair in
Shenandoah. April 15 is the annual

charge from such service.
The Sons of The American Legion
was established on Sept. 12, 1932 as
a non-political, non-sectarian civilian
organization by the 14th National
Convention of the American Legion
in Portland, Oregon, Nance said.
“SAL squadrons can be a source
of pride for their members and the
sponsoring American legion post.
Squadrons serve as volunteers to
assist older veterans, and participate
in patriotic holiday observances and
other civic functions,” said Nance.
Locally, Nance said all 11 chartered members were sons or grandsons of American Legion Post 88
members. Chartered members are:
John, Paul, and Mark Aust, Stephen
Harris, Andy Henderson, Richard
and Timothy Haigwood, Samuel R.

Easter egg hunt in Farragut.
Special guest, Tim Hill, said S.W.I.
F.T. is the combination of IAMO,
Coin, and Farmers Telephone, Essex.
the company will be providing high
speed internet to our area. Hookups in
Shenandoah and Essex business sites
have already occurred. Residential
work is underway. Hill cited service
to customers is a priority and is criti-

cal to the success of the business. He
said the company is looking for staff
members and can check with the
office. Brochures are available at the
office for what the costs are for TV,
internet and phone service through
S.W.I.F.T.
The Cloepfil brothers, McGargill
and Beavers brought cans for the
Life Member fund.

Come wish him well

JOIN US

meet the new president
LIVE IOWA. WORK IOWA. BANK IOWA
Shenandoah 712.246.1311
www.bankiowa.bank

Member FDIC

170325-72100

Shenandoah Sons of American
Legion Squadron No. 0088 was chartered on Jan. 28, 2012. This year the
organization is celebrating five years
of local operation.
American Legion SAL advisor,
Dennis Nance, said the SAL eligibility of membership consists of
all male descendants, adopted sons
and stepsons of members of the
American Legion, and such male
descendants of veterans who died in
service during World War I, World
War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam
War, Lebanon, Grenada, Panama,
the Persian Gulf War and the War
on Terrorism, during the delimiting periods set forth in Article IV,
Section I of the National Constitution
of The American legion, or who died
subsequent to their honorable dis-

Let’s Go
2017

To add a listing at no cost, call The Valley News at 712-246-3097 or email
editorial@valleynewstoday.com
712-370-0463 to register
or donate to the cause.
Goodie bags provided,
raffle tickets available for
additional prizes.
5 to 7:30 p.m. Fish
Fry, United Faith Church,
Sidney. Proceeds to Sidney
TeamMates Mentoring
program and Back Pack
Program.

Thursday, March 23

7 p.m. Sidney High
School Music Department
presents “Beauty and the
Beast,” Elementary Gym.
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. No
School Fremont-Mills,
parent-teacher
conferences.

Friday, March 24

No School FremontMills.
10 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Essex High School afterprom fundraising crafting
workshop in Trojan Hall.
Bring craft supplies, they
provide space and food.
Get scrapbooks caught
up, bring your sewing
machine and work on a
quilt, make cards, work
on 4-H projects or other
crafts and get those
Pinterest ideas done. $25
per day or $65 for all three
days, Thursday-Sunday.
Contact Becki Franks at
becki_93@yahoo.com or

5 to 7 p.m. Fish Fry at
St. Mary’s Parish Hall from
hosted by the Knights of
Columbus. Fish frys will
be held each Friday until
April 7. Cost is $10 for
adults, $9 for those 60
and older, $5 for kids 6
and under and $40 for a
family.
7 p.m. Sidney High
School Music Department
presents “Beauty and the
Beast,” Elementary Gym.
8 p.m. Moreland and
Arbuckle,
Alligator
Records newest stars, will
play at The Depot Deli in
the Listening Room.

Saturday, March 25

8 a.m. Legislative
Coffee at the Safety Center
Bricker Room, 400 W.
Sheridan Ave., with state
legislators. Coffee And
doughnuts served.
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Essex
High School after-prom
fundraising crafting workshop in Trojan Hall.
Bring craft supplies, we
provide space and food.
Get scrapbooks caught up,
bring your sewing machine
and work on a quilt, make
cards, work on 4-H projects or other crafts and get
those Pinterest ideas done.
$25 per day or $65 for
all three days, ThursdaySunday. Contact Becki
Franks at becki_93@
yahoo.com or 712-3700463 to register or donate
to the cause. Goodie bags
provided, raffle tickets
available for additional
prizes.
Noon Victorian Tea
and fashion show at St.
John’s Lutheran Church
in Clarinda. Cost is $15

before; $20 at the door.
Light meal, musical entertainment and fashion
show included. Proceeds
go toward The Nest at
Southwest Iowa Families.
9 a.m. to noon,
“Connecting
Children
to Nature” workshop.
For child care providers
at Wa-Shawtee Lodge,
Waubonsie State Park,
Hamburg. To learn more,
call ISU Extension at 712374-2351.
1 to 3 p.m. “Move for
Thought Pre-K” program
(approved for CACFP)
at Wa-Shawtee Lodge,
Waubonsie State Park
Hamburg. Contact DHS
training registry or call
ISU Extension at 712-3742351 for more.
5 to 8 p.m. The annual
fish fry hosted by Essex
Fire and Rescue will be
held at the station, 410
Iowa Ave. A freewill donation will be taken at the
door. Chicken will also
round out the fish menu

and include coleslaw,
beans,
potatoes
and
drinks.

Sunday, March 26

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Essex
High School after-prom
fundraising crafting workshop in Trojan Hall. Bring
craft supplies, we provide
space and food. Get scrapbooks caught up, bring
your sewing machine and
work on a quilt, make
cards, work on 4-H projects or other crafts and get
those Pinterest ideas done
$25.
Contact Becki Franks
at becki_93@yahoo.com
or 712-370-0463 to register or donate to the cause.
Goodie bags provided,
raffle tickets available for
additional prizes.

Monday, March 27

5 to 6 p.m. Property
Solutions
Committee
meets every fourth Monday
at the Depot-north room.
All concerned citizens
welcome. Deb 246-5440
or Linda, email: davisl2@
live.com.

